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IN THE UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT COPY
FOR THE SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF OHIO

EASTERN DIVISION

CLIFTON A. JACKSON, et al.,
Plaintiffs, : CIVILNO. 2:17-cv-163

Ve

OHIO STATE HIGHWAY PATROL,
etal,

Defendants.

NOTICE OF REMOVAL

1. Under 28 US.C. § 2679(d) and 28 U.S.C. § 1442, the United States of Americe,
is removing to this Court a civil action originally filed in the Court of Common Pleas of -
Franklin County, Ohio. The Unif.ed States is removing this action to federal court under
the Federal Tort Claims Act, 28 U.S.C. §§ 1346(b), 2671-2680 and under 28 U.S.C. § 1442.

2. OnJanuary 20, 2017, Plaintiffs Clifton A. Jackson, Alexander Jemison, Amber
Powlak, Mason Jackson, Moneh Fuller, Roman Motley, Elijah FuJ‘ler, Loﬁom Jackson,
April Burns, Angel Burns Myles, Brenda Jackson, and Jame] Pitiman filed a pro se “Civil
Rights Complaint Under Civil Rule 3” with jury demand in the Franklin County Court
of Common Please. Plaintiffs allege various state law torts and constitutional viclations
against numerous local, state, and federal law enforcement officials in their individual

and official capacities, seeking over $58 million in damages from Taliano and from

Szcepinksi. See generally Compl,, attached hereto as Exhibit 1.
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3. Atall times relevant, Defendant Geno Talianc was a Task Fored @@W

the _DEA in Cleveland, Chio.

4. Atall times relevant, Defendant Caitlin Szezepinski was a Speciai Agent with
the DEA in Cleveland, Chio.

5. On January 26, 2017, the _DEA Office at 1375 East 8% Sireet, Suite 700 in
Cleveland, Ohio, received coI;:ies of the summons and complaint. The summonses and
complaint received by the DEA are attached as Exhibit 1. A current copy of the case
docket is attached as Exhibit 2, |

6. The United States is removing tl-us action under 28 U.S.C. § 2679(d)(2), which
reqﬁires removal to federal district court upon certification by the Attorney General that
a federal employee was acting within the scope of his office or employment at the time
of the incident out of which the claim arose, Any civil action commenced in state court
shall be removed and deemed an action against the United States under the FTCA, and
the United States shali be substituted as sole defendant with fespect to those claims. 28
U.S.C. § 2679(d)(2). The United States may remove at any time before trial. Id. The
Certification conclusively establishes scope of office or employment for purpose of
removal, Id.

7. Under 28 U.S.C § 2679(d)(2) and by virtue of the authority vested in him by
the Attorney General o'f'the United States under 28 C.ER. § 15.4, the United States

- Attorney for the Southern Diétrict of Ohio, Benjamin C. Glassman, has certified that on
the basis of the information now available, the individual federal defe_hdants, Geno

Taliano and Caitlin Szczepinski, were acting within the scope of their employment and
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office as employees of the United States Government at the time of the mcﬁ@Y

which Plaintiffs’ state law claims arose. See United States Attomeyl's Certitication of
Scope of Employment, attached herefo as Exhibit 3.

8. In addition, the United States is removing this action under 28 US.C. §
1442(a)(1).

9. This removal is timely. The United States of America may remove at any
time before trial under 28 U.S.C. § 2679(d)(2).

10. A copy of this Notice of Removal will be filed promptly with the Clerk
of the Franklin County Court of Common Pleas to effect the removal. 28 U.S.C.
§ 1446(d).
Respectfully submiited,

BENJAMIN C. GLASSMAN
United States Attorney

s/Leah M. Wolfe .

LEAH M. WOLFE (0093299)
Assistant United States Attorney
303 Marceni Boulevard, Suite 200
Columbus, OH 43215

Telephone: (614) 469-5715
Facsimile: (614) 469-5240

Email: leah.wolfe@usdoj.gov
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CERTIFICATE OF SERVICE

COPY

I certify that on February 23, 2017 the foregoing Notice of Removal was

presented to the Clerk of the Court for filing and uploading into the CM/ECF system,

and 1 certify that on the same date a copy of the foregoing was sent by first class mail to:

Clifton A, Jackson

Lake Erie Correctional Institution, # A652-163

501 Thompson Road
Conneaut, OH 44030

Alexander Jemison

S
Buffalo, NY{lll@

Amber Powlak

Sy
Buffalo, N YD

Mason Jackson

Buffalo, ; =

Moneh Fuller

Buffalo, g =

Roman Motley

]
Buffalo, N YIS

Elijah Fuller
Buffalo,

Lorrionna Jackson

Buffalo, NY SR
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April Burns
Detroit, M1

Angel Burns Myles

Detroit, M1l

Brenda Jackson

Mg

Jamel Pittman

Detroit,

Detroit,

I

Ohio’s State Highway Patrol
1970 W. Broad Street

P.O. Box 182074

Columbus, OH 43218-2074

State Trooper, Christopher Beyer
1970 W. Broad Street

P.O. Box 182074

Columbus, OH 43218-2074

State Trooper, Michael Trader
1970 W, Broad Street

P.O. Box 182074

Columbus, OH 43218-2074

State Trooper, K-9 Argo
1970 W. Broad Street

P.C. Box 182074
Columbus, OH 43218-2074

Lorain County Prosecutor
Dennis P. Will, Fsq.

The Justice Center, 34 Floor
225 Court Street

Elyria, OH 44035

COPY
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Lorain County Assistant Prosecttor
Jennifer M., Riedthaler, Esq.

The Justice Center, 3¢ Floor

225 Court Street

Elyria, OH 44035

Lorain County Assistant Prosecutor
Peter J. Gauthier, Esq.

The Justice Center, 3% Floor

225 Court Street

Elyria, OH 44035

Lorain County Assistant Prosecutor
Laura Ann Dezort, Esq.

The Justice Center, 34 Floor

225 Court Street

Elyria, OH 44035

Jack W. Bradley, Attorney at Law
520 Broadway, 34 Floor
Lorain, OH 44052

Mark A. Aufdenkampe, Attorney at Law
33399 Walker Road, Suite A
Avon Lake, OH 44012

Paul A. Griffin, Attorney at Law
600 Broadway, 204 Floor
Lorain, OH 44052

Paul A, Mancino, Jr. Attorney at Law
75 Public Square, Suite 1016
Cleveland, OH 44113-2098

Edward Zaleski, Retired Judge
The Justice Center, 7t Floor
225 Court Street

Elyria, OH 44035

COPY
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John R, Miraldi, Judge | | . COPY

The Justice Center, 3 Floor

225 Court Street
Elyria, OH 44035

 8/Leah M. Wolfe
LEAH M. WOLFE (0093299)
Assistant United States Attorney




